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THE WORD OF GOD

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE BIBLE IN MY LIFE?

What makes Christianity unique from other religions in
the world is the claim to an absolute, written authority

from God, the Bible.  Having the Word of God is essential
to a Christian‹s growth in the grace and knowledge of

Jesus Christ.  The principles by which the Christian is to
govern his life in every detail are found in the pages of

the Bible

LESSON 1

The purpose of this lesson is to acquaint you with the basic truths of the Bible and its
origin.  Then we will show you how it relates to your every day life.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE

It is generally accepted that there are two sources of human knowledge: reason and
experience.   Both are essential  to the understanding of our world.  Yet, reason and
experience do not answer the most profound and important questions of life.  Where
did I come from?  Why am I here?  Where am I going?  There is another source of
knowledge that carries us beyond the limitations of human reason and experience.

That source of knowledge is called ‡revelation.·  This revelation is found primarily in
the Bible.  Throughout the Bible we learn of God‹s revelation of Himself and His
commands that enable us to know God and what He expects of our life.

In this lesson we will look at four important concepts:

1. REVELATION:  The things God has revealed for us to know.
2. INSPIRATION:  The method God used to protect the recording of this revelation.
3. INTERPRETATION:  Principles used to interpret the written revelation.
4. APPLICATION:  Learning to put God‹s revelation into practice in our life.

REVELATION
Revelation refers to those things God has made known to man.

Revelation has come in three basic means:

     A.  Revelation Through Nature

         1.  According to Romans 1:18-20, where has God revealed Himself?

               a.  Verse 19:

               b.  Verse 20:

          2.  What does Psalm 19:1-3 say about God?

     B.   Revelation Through Christ

          1.   What does Hebrews 1:1-3 teach about Jesus Christ?

2.  John 1:1-14 identifies Jesus as the Word of God.  What do the following
verses teach about Christ?

               a.  Verse 1:

               b.  Verse 2:

               c.  Verse 14:

3.  According to John 14:7-9, what was one of the main reasons Christ came to
earth?
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     C.  Revelation Through the Bible

1.    Jesus is the living Word of God: the Bible is the written Word of     God.
               2 Peter 1:16-21

               a.  Verses 16 and 17 speak of revelation by whom?

               b.  Verses 19-21 speak of written revelation.

               c.  According to verse 19, what should you do with this revelation?

d.  According to verse 21, where did the Bible (the written revelation)
originate?

Note:  The Bible is important because it is God‹s primary source of revelation.  It is the
book where god revealed His truth for us to know.

HOW DO WE KNOW THE BIBLE IS GOD‹S WORD?

What does 2 Timothy 3:16 say about the bible?

INSPIRATION

Inspiration is the process God used to give us the written word of God.  The word
inspired comes from a Greek word meaning ‡God-breathed.·  Inspiration means that
God superintended the writing of Scripture so that what was written was exactly what
God wanted written.

          1.  According to 2 Peter 1:21, how was the Bible given?

          2.  From 2 Timothy 3:16, how much of the Bible is inspired?

Inspiration is proof the Bible is from God.  God protected the recording of His Word.
We then know that the Bible is the Word of God because of inspiration.

HOW ARE WE TO STUDY THE BIBLE?

God has given us the Bible for our understanding and enlightenment.  He intended for
us to read it, to understand it, and obey it.  In order for us to be able to do these things,
there are guidelines we should follow.

     INTERPRETATION

2 Timothy 2:15 says, ‡ ˜rightly dividing the Word of God.·  Read the following
guidelines carefully and use them as you attempt to understand your Bible.

     Interpretation Guidelines
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  A.  Take the Bible for what it says.  This is known as literal interpretation.  God did not
write the Bible to conceal deeper spiritual truths.  He wrote so you could see the simple
truths for yourself.  Someone said it this way:

     ‡If the literal sense makes sense, seek no other sense.·

B.  Never take a verse out of context.  Always keep a verse within the setting in
which it was written.

     C.  Ask the Holy Spirit to give you understanding of the Scriptures.

D.  Look up 1 Corinthians 2:6-16.  What do you have that will enable you to
understand spiritual truths?

HOW SHOULD WE USE THE BIBLE?

God will guide us as we seek to understand what He has revealed.

     APPLICATION

Another important aspect in studying the Bible is application.  Application is putting
the Bible into practice in our life.  This is called obedience!

     Read Ephesians 5:5-21

     A.  Are there any commands I should obey?

     B.  Is there any sin I should avoid?

     C.  Are there any promises I should follow?

     D.  Are there any principles I should follow?

CONCLUSIONS

     We can trust the Bible, God‹s revelation to us.  We must learn to obey it.  Acceptance
for  the Bible as from God is critical for our understanding of our relationship to God.
WE need to accept the Bible as from God and let it be the authority for our life.

Write down any questions you may have regarding this lesson.

MEMORY VERSE

2 TIMOTHY 3:16
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GOD

WHO IS HE AND WHAT IS HE LIKE?

In order to have a personal relationship with God; it is
necessary to know who God is and what He is like.

God has revealed Himself so we can know Him, love Him
and most of all, glorify Him

LESSON 2
This lesson is designed to give you a basic understanding of the nature of God
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IS IT POSSIBLE TO KNOW GOD?

It would be absolutely impossible for us to know God apart from God revealing Himself.
Lesson One taught some basic means God has used to reveal Him.  The following
statements are a summary of what we have learned.

          ‡Creation reveals God·

          ‡Christ revealed God·

         ‡The Bible reveals God·

Briefly to state our belief:

          ‡There is a God and He has revealed Himself in the Bible·

From the book of Genesis to Revelation, the pages are filled with insights into the
nature of God.

GOD‹S EXISTENCE

The Bible does not set out to prove the existence of God; rather it begins by assuming
God already exists.  Scripture is concerned more with revealing who God is and what
He is like.

Some have demanded:

          ‡Prove there is a God·

The burden of proof is to demonstrate with evidence that there is no God.  The creation
itself is evidence of the existence of God.  Romans 1:19-20

A.  According to Psalm 19:1, what does creation declare?

B.  Psalm 14:1 say a ‡fool· is a person who does what?

C.  God has given man proof through creation of His existence.  What do most people
do with the evidence of creation?

D.  Evolution is an example of creation apart from God.  Can an individual believe the
Bible and evolution?

E.  According to Genesis 1:1, who was the Creator of all things?

‡By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God·
Hebrews 11:3
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‡˜for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek Him.·  Hebrews 11:6

GOD‹S NAMES

One way God reveals Himself and His nature is through His names.  We will look at a
few of His names in the Bible.

A.  Write the names of God found in these verses:

Genesis 17:1 ______________________________

Exodus 6:3 _______________________________

Psalm 95:6 _______________________________

Matthew 1:23 _____________________________

John 8:58 ________________________________

B.  Some names reveal information about God.  Write down what the following verses
tell you about God.

Genesis 14:22__________________________________________________

Genesis 21:33 __________________________________________________

Revelations 4:8 __________________________________________________

C.  Give a brief summary of what you have learned about the characteristics of God
from His names.

GOD‹S NATURE

There are several means that enable us to know the character of an individual.  One
such way is to observe the actions of the person.  Actions tell a great deal about an
individual.  The character of a person determines the actions that individual performs.

So it is with God!  His nature, or His character, is the basis for all His actions.  Thus, in
order for us to know god, we must know the attributes that God possesses.  Attributes
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are the qualities of God‹s character, which make up His nature.  These attributes of
God, revealed throughout the Bible, enable us to gain a knowledge of God.

In this section of study, we will trace the basic attributes of God through the Bible.

A.  Moral Attitudes

God‹s moral attributes form the basis of His character.

     1.  Form the following verses, a moral attribute is distinguished in God.

a.  Isaiah 57:15

b.  Psalm 99:9

c.  1 Peter 1:15-16

Which attribute is it? __________________________________________________

a.  According to Job 34:10, holiness means separation from what?

b.  Since God is holy, what does God require of you?

‡Holiness· means that Go d is set apart from sin.  Thus, God hates sin and must deal
with it because it is contrary to His nature.  God‹s holiness means that He will always
act in righteousness and justice.

2.  The second moral attribute of God is love.

a.  1 John 4:7-11 speaks of love.  What do the following verses teach about God
and love?

     1) Verse 7

     2) Verse 8

     3) Verse 9-10

     4) Verse 11

b. You can know and experience God‹s love because it has been demonstrated
to you.  According to these verses, how has God manifested His Love to you?

     1) John 3:16
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     2) Romans 5:8

     3)  1 John 3:16-18

The greatest display of God‹s love for us was in the cross of Calvary where He died for
our sins.  God is a God of love.  Since God is a loving God, he will act with mercy and
grace.

SUMMARY

1.  These two moral attributes, holiness and love, are in perfect harmony with God‹s
nature.

2.  Since God is holy and hates sin, ‡righteousness and justice· demand that He deal
with your sin.  Because god is love, His ‡mercy and grace· provided Jesus Christ, who
paid the penalty for your sins.

B.  Natural Attributes

Other qualities, which are seen in God‹s nature, are called natural attributes.

      1. Psalm 99:2 god is eternal. What is meant by ‡everlasting to everlasting?·

      2. Malachi 3:6 god is immutable. According to this verse, what is immutability?

     3. Hebrews 4:13 God is omniscient, meaning what?

     4. Psalm 93:3-4 God is omnipotent, meaning what?

     5. Psalm 139:7-10 God is omnipresent.  Where is God present?

CONCLUSION

From this lesson we have learned a little about an awesome God, a holy and loving
God!  The most amazing fact: ‡God desires a loving relationship with you·

Write down any questions you may have regarding this lesson.

MEMORY VERSE

 HEBREWS 11:6
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SALVATION

WHAT TAKES PLACE WHEN I AM SAVED AND WHAT IS MY NEW
RELATIONSHIP TO GOD?

When you accept Jesus as your personal Savior and
Lord, is the greatest decision you could ever make.

However, as a  young Christian, it is likely you do not
fully understand the significance of what happened in

your life.

LESSON 3

This lesson is designed to give you a greater understanding of salvation.   You will also
learn how your decision has affected you basic relationship to God.
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INTRODUCTION TO SALVATION

The Bible reveals many things as we read and search its pages.  The heart of the Bible
is found in the message of salvation.  God makes known His plan to have our sins
forgiven and to have the security of knowing Heaven is ours.

The concept of salvation infers that we are saved from something or someone.
Salvation means that God saves us from spending our eternity in Hell.

But salvation includes so much more than escaping Hell.  It guarantees we will spend
eternity with Jesus Christ.  Salvation also provides all that is necessary to live
victoriously in this world.  Jesus said it like this:

‡I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more
abundantly·  John  10:10b

It is extremely important that we understand God‹s plan of salvation found in the Bible
because it is the only way to get into God‹s Heaven.

‡Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be saved.·  Acts 4:12

DISCIPLESHIP-SALVATION

WHAT IS SALVATION?

There are all kinds of teachings by various religious sects regarding the salvation of an
individual.  Our concern is finding what the Bible teaches about salvation.

Salvation is a term we use to identify God‹s chosen method of redemption for mankind.
It is God‹s way of bringing man back into fellowship with Himself.  It is often referred to
in the Bible as the Gospel which means ‡good news.·

I. Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-4

     A.  In verse 1, what does Paul say he preached to them?

     B.  In verse 2, what happened to those who received the Gospel?

     C.  Verses 3 and 4 contain the contents of the Gospel.  Please list them:

1.  Verse 3

2.  Verse 4a

3.  Verse 4b
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II.  Romans 5:8 talks of Christ‹s death.  Consider carefully the following questions from
this verse (read Romans 5:6-8)

     A.  Christ‹s death demonstrated what?

     B.  What was your condition for which Christ died?

III.  1 Corinthians 15:12-20 speaks of Christ‹s resurrection.  Answer the following
questions from this passage of Scripture:

     A.  According to verse 14, what if the resurrection was not true?

     B.  How important is the teaching of the resurrection to your faith?

     C.  According to verse 20, is Christ risen from the dead?

WHY DO WE NEED SALVATION?

I.  The Bible records several reasons why we need salvation.  By looking at some
passages of Scripture, we will be able to answer this important question.

      A.  Romans 3:23

           1.  How many people in this world are sinners?

           2.  Does that ‡all· include you?

      B. Romans 5:12

1.  This passage teaches you are

2.  What is the result of sin entering the human race?

3.  The reason you must be saved is because you are a

The Bible teaches that we are all sinners.  Because God is holy, He cannot allow sin
into His Heaven.  Therefore we conclude that:

� As a sinner, I cannot go to Heaven
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� As a sinner, I do not deserve to go to Heaven

II.  Scripture speaks of salvation as a free gift.  Look up the following verses:

      A.  Romans 6:23

      B.  Romans 5:15-18

      C.  Ephesians 2:8-9

Salvation is the gift of God, which provides deliverance from sin to Christ through the
Gospel: the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

III.  Scripture also speaks of salvation as deliverance from the power of sin in our lives.

A.  Because of this what does not have to reign in our bodies? (read Romans 6:12-
14)

     B. Because of this what does God want us to be a slave of? (read Romans 6:15-22)

     C.  Because of this salvation affects what we practice (do) (read 1 John 3;4-9)

1.  Jesus was manifested to ________________________(vv. 4-5, 8)

2.  The Christian does _____________________________(vv. 6-9)

HOW DO WE RECEIVE SALVATION?

Having learned what salvation is, we now come to the all-important question of how do
we receive salvation?  Different denominations and churches answer this question
differently. Somebody is wrong!  If there is one way to Heaven, then all cannot  be
right.  Let‹s see what the Bible says because it gives us God‹s way to salvation.

I.  REPENTANCE

     A.  From Mark 1:14-15, answer these questions:

1.  Who is speaking in verse 15?

2.  What is the first requirement for salvation according to verse 15?
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     B.  Look up Luke 13:3-5:  How important is repentance?

Repentance has to do with our attitude toward sin.  It is recognizing that our sin will
keep us from Heaven.  ‡I am willing to turn from my sin· is an  attitude of repentance.
Repentance is a change of mind about sin.  It is absolutely impossible to be saved
without repentance.

II.  FAITH

     A.  In Mark 1:14-15, what is the second requirement for salvation?

B.  Look up Ephesians 2:8.  You exercise faith when you believe.  How important is
faith?

     C.  According to Romans 10:17,

1.  What must take place before you can have faith?

2.  What must be heard?

D.  Faith is your reliance upon Christ for salvation.  He has finished the payment for
your sins.  According to Romans 10:9-13, what must you do to be saved?

CONCLUSION

Faith is defined as ‡taking God at His word.·  Romans 4:21 ‡˜being fully persuaded
that what he had promised he was able also to perform.·  Thus, repentance is our
willingness to turn from sin, and faith is our willingness to turn to God.  Faith is an act
of our will whereby we ask and receive Jesus Christ as our personal Savior.

HAVE YOUR RECEIVED SALVATION?

If you have received Jesus Christ as your Savior and you have salvation, please write
out your testimony of when and how you received Christ as your Savior.

MEMORY VERSE

EPHESIANS 2:8,9
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WHAT IS GOD‹S PART IN MY SALVATION?

Salvation is of the Lord
Jonah 2:9

LESSON 4

The purpose of this lesson is to explain that without God‹s part in salvation all of
mankind would go to hell.  Also, since salvation is in God‹s hands, it is absolutely

certain and dependable.



16

INTRODUCTION

Today salvation is very confusing.  Some teach it comes through the sacraments such
as baptism.  Others teach it comes from man‹s will.  The Bible teaches it come from god
through Jesus Christ.  This lesson will point out that God saves and the part of
salvation that is His and His alone.

TOTAL DEPRAVITY

I.  Man born of a woman is totally depraved!

     A.  In 1 Corinthians 2:14 depravity means:

     B.  In Ephesians 2:1-2 depravity means:

     C.  In Romans 8:7  depravity means:

Other verses to read on total depravity are:  2 Corinthians 4:4; Romans 3:10-20, 23.

There are three views of man‹s natural condition today (1) He is okay (2) He is sick (3)
He is dead.  Only the third view is scriptural.  When Adam sinned he died spiritually.
This is seen in his hiding from God and refusing to take responsibility for his sin.  This
sin passed upon all his offspring (Romans 5:12).  Unless God breathes in man again as
He did in Adam‹s creation (born again) man will remain spiritually dead.

TOTAL SALVATION

I.  God‹s plan of salvation for the totally depraved man.

     A.  In Ephesians 1:4 God did what in salvation?

B.  In John 3:3-8 what must happen to Nicodemus before he can see or enter the
kingdom?

     C.  In Romans 8:28-29, what is the certain end of all the foreknown of God?

Foreknown is not pre-known.  To foreknow is to know in an intimate loving way
before time and creation.  CF Amos 3:1-2

     D.  In John  6:44 how many totally depraved people can come to God?
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E.  In Acts 11:18 and 2 Timothy 2:25-26 can anyone repent or does God grant it to
some?

F.  In Ephesians 2:8-9 and Acts 13:48, 16:14, can anyone has faith or does God grant
it to some?

G.  Who does Paul thank for the sovereign salvation of his people in 2 Thessalonians
2:13-14?

     H.  In Romans 11:5-6, what is the one factor that saves?

I.  In Romans 9:6-13, answer the question, Does God elect (choose) everyone or
some?

     J.  How important is it to be one of God‹s elect?  Read Romans 8:31-39

     K.  In the following verses, what do you learn about the call of God?

1.  About the general call?  (Matthew 20:16)

2.  About the call that brings salvation?

     a.  Romans 8:30

     b.  Romans 9:23-24

c  Galatians 1:15-16

     d.  Hebrews 9:15

         L.  In 1 Thessalonians 1:2-5, what does God use in the salvation of sinners?

1.
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2.

3.

4.

CONCLUSION
Salvation is truly of the Lord (Jonah 2:9).  It is not of man‹s will (Romans 9:16 and John
1:13).  God elects, calls, regenerates, redeems, justifies, keeps and glorifies.  The fall of
Adam plunged the whole human race into sin’s corruption and bondage.  Man is unable
to help himself (total depravity).  God, in love, promised the seed of woman to rescue
the man unable to rescue himself.  The seed of woman is Jesus who paid in full sin‹s
penalty and broke its dominion.

NOTE
Many churches today omit God‹s part in salvation except for Redemption.  This lesson
will help you to see God‹s grace more clearly and fully.

MEMORY VERSE

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14
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PERSEVERENCE

NOW THAT I AM SAVED, CAN I EVER LOSE MY SALVATION?

Once the question of
Salvation as the Bible declares it is settled Ì by grace

through faith in Jesus Christ, you must understand your
position in the hands of the Almighty

LESSON 5

The purpose of this lesson is to show from the Bible some basic facts regarding
salvation.  Our focus in this Bible study will be on eternal security (perseverance), the

teaching of the Bible that once you are saved, you can never lose your salvation.
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INTRODUCTION

Jesus made an incredible statement, which is recorded in John 10:27-29

‡My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.  And I give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My
hand.  My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to
snatch them out of My Father‹s hand.·

This passage clearly presents three facts concerning an individual‹s salvation:

     1.  He has eternal life.

     2.  He will never perish.

     3.  He is in God‹s hand and nothing can remove him.

This teaching of the Scriptures that ‡if saved, always saved· is known as the ‡eternal
security of the believer.·

This lesson is designed to give you as a true born-again believer a basic understanding
of your eternal security in Jesus Christ.

GOD‹S FAMILY

     A.  How did Christ teach the disciples to address God? (Matthew6:9)

     B.  According to John 8:42-44 is God the Father of everyone?  Please explain:

     C.  From John 8:42-44, you learn that there are two families.  Who are they?

D.  There are some benefits to being part of God‹s family.  Look up Romans 8:15-17
and list some of there benefits.

It is important for us to understand that as Christians we are a part of God‹s family.
Galatians 3:26, ‡˜For you are all sons of God through faith in Jesus Christ.·  As
children of God, we are assured that God is our Heavenly Father.  This is our
relationship to God.  He is our Father!  We are His children!
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John spoke of this in1 John 3:1-3
‡Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called
children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be,
but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He
is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. ‡

We have security in this family.  Once we become a child of God by faith in Jesus
Christ, we will always be a child of our Heavenly Father.

ETERNAL LIFE

Not only are w a permanent part of God‹s family, but He has given us eternal life.  The
Bible refers to salvation as passing from death to life.

     ‡Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believers in Him who sent
Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death
into life.·  John 5:24

Eternal or everlasting life is exactly what it says it is ˝ unending life.  At salvation we
are given unending life.  That is security.

A.  According to Titus 1:2,

   1.  What is the ‡hope· of the Christian?

   2.  What has God promised you?

  3.  Can God lie?

B.  In 1 John 2:25, what is the promise of God to you?

SECURITY

A.  Read John 10:27-30
1.  What has God given to those who accept Him as Savior?

2.  What does it mean to ‡perish·?

3.  Where has God placed you as a believer?
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4.  Is there any man who can cast you out of God‹s hand?

B.  According to 2 Timothy 1:12, did Paul doubt his security in Jesus Christ?

C.  Read 1 Peter 1:3-5

1.  According to verse 4, did Peter doubt his eternal security?

2.  After reading verse 5, was Peter‹s eternal life dependent upon himself or
God?

God has reserved a place for us as His children in Heaven.  God, who cannot lie, has
made us a promise of eternal life, and He will perform what He has promised.

Therefore, our security comes from having God as our Heavenly Father and having
received eternal life.  These two truths in our life form the foundation of our future.  We
are eternally secure in Jesus Christ.

MORE EVIDENCE

     A.  Read Romans 8:35-39.  Is there anything that can separate you from God?

B.  According to Ephesians 1:13-14, what did god give you as a down payment or
guarantee?

One question often asked is,  ‡If I sin, will I lose my salvation?·  No truly born again
individual should ever think that because he is secure he does not have to worry about
sin in his life.  In fact, the Bible teaches the opposite.  Because we are saved, we must
seek to live apart from sin.

C.  The Bible records David‹s great sin in the Old Testament.  Psalm 51 is his
confession of this sin.  Read it carefully.  According to verse 12, what did David
lose?

     D.  1 John 1:9

1.  What should you do when you sin?
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2.  What does God do when you confess your sin?

PERSEVERENCE

The saved are not only secure in God, but persevere by God‹s Spirit.  That does not
mean  they will be sinless but it does mean they will sin less.

     A.  What New Testament verses teach this and how?

1.  Matthew 18:12-14

2.  1 Corinthians 1:7-9

3.  1 Peter 1:3-5

4.  1 John 2:19

5.  Jude 24,25

     B.  What instructions does a Christian have to grant him assurance of eternal life?

�      Read 1 John 5:13 and notice ‡these things· then read all of 1 John noting as
you go as many of ‡these things· (tests) that are to give you assurance of eternal life.

CONCLUSION

      Eternal security is taught throughout the Bible.  It means:

�      God is our Heavenly Father and we are part of His family.

�      God promises us Heaven and nothing can prevent it form coming to pass.

�      The Holy Spirit within us is our down payment until the time God gives us
our ‡redeemed body.·

� We, as children of God, are special in Jesus Christ.

NOTE

Two false teachings are popular in many churches today:
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1.  We can lose our salvation.

2.  We must work to keep our eternal life.

From the principles taught in this lesson we can clearly see that these teachings are
false and why.

Write down any questions you may have regarding this lesson.

MEMORY VERSE

Titus 1:2
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BAPTISM

NOW THAT I AM SAVED, WHERE DO I GO FROM HERE?

Virtually all ‡religions·  teach some form of
Baptism as a part of their doctrine.  There

Are many different teachings on the
Subject of baptism.

What and who are right?  It is important for
You to know what the Bible teaches about

Baptism.

LESSON 6

This lesson is intended to show you what the Bible teaches about Baptism. It may
surprise you how clear and simple the Bible is on the subject.
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INTRODUCTION

It is essential that we understand the Bible‹s teaching on water baptism.  The teaching
regarding baptism vary among different denominations and sects.

The teachings on baptism range from those who believe baptism imparts salvation to
those who believe  that baptism should no longer be practiced by the Church.  Many
believe that baptizing infants imparts or guarantees the infants‹ salvation.

Not only are there various teachings on baptism, but there are many methods of
baptizing practiced by different denominations, such as sprinkling, pouring, or
immersion.

We must learn what the Bible says so that we can have a proper understanding of
baptism.  Not only is it important to understand baptism from a theological perspective,
but it is important from a practical aspect as well.   Once we know what the Bible
teaches, we can do what God asks.

     Acts 2:41  ‡then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and     that day
about three thousand souls are added to them.·

DEFINITION

I.  The word baptize comes from the Greek word baptizo meaning, ‡to immerse, to put
under, to place into completely.·

From the following passages, note the concept of baptism and fill in the blanks
below.

     A.  Matthew3:6  ‡˜baptized by him ______________the Jordan.

     B.  Matthew3:16 ‡Jesus, when He was baptized _________________

___________________________________________________water.·

     C.  Acts 8:36-39:
 Verse 38  ‡˜and they went ____________________________ both
__________________________________________water, both Phillip and the
eunuch; and he baptized him.

Every instance of baptism in Scripture is seen going into the water or coming out of the
water. Baptism in Scripture is always total immersion in water.

THE PURPOSE OF WATER BAPTISM

Baptism has a distinct purpose.  It is a picture of our salvation and identification with
Christ.
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II.  Salvation ALWAYS precedes  baptism.

     A.  According to Acts2: 41, who got baptized?

     B.  In Acts 8:12:  What took place prior to their baptism?

C.  In Acts 16:31-34, before this household was baptized what took place?

D.  In Acts 8:36-37, what was the one condition for this man to receive baptism?

There is NOT  one example in Scripture of any individual who was ever baptized prior to
salvation.

Salvation always comes first, then baptism.

E.  Knowing this from Scripture, please explains why infant baptism would then be
wrong.

III.  Baptism pictures salvation.

A.  Look up 1 Corinthians 15:1-4.  What are the 3 ingredients that make up the
Gospel?

1.

2.

3.

    B.  In Romans 6:3-4, what does baptism picture?

Baptism pictures salvation.  It is always done AFTER one is saved.  It is ALWAYS a
public declaration of what has taken place in one‹s life.  Single immersion in water is
the Biblical method of baptism that pictures salvation.

     Martin Luther said, ‡Baptism is a Greek word and may be translated immersion.  I
would have those who are to be baptized, to be altogether dipped in the water.·
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     John Calvin said, ‡The very word ‡baptism· means to immerse.  It is certain that
immersion was the practice of the early Church.·

THE IMPORTANCE OF BAPTISM

IV.  Why is it important for us to be baptized?

     A.  It is a commandment

�    In Matthew 28:19, the Great Commission of Jesus Christ commands you to do
three things:

1.  Make disciples

2.  _____________________________

3.  Teaching them.

     B.  It pictures Spirit baptism.

1.  All true believers are immersed into one body at salvation 1 Corinthians 12:13

2.  Spirit baptism is the real and water is the picture of the real.  Ephesians 4:5

Explain in your own words what this means:

     C.  It pictures cleansing from sin.

1.  Verses that say this, Acts 22:16, Titus 3:5

2.  Verses that correct this.  1 Peter 3:20-21, Hebrews 9:22,26

Explain in your own words how baptism pictures cleansing from sin.

CONCLUSION

Baptism is important because it is the first step of obedience in our new Christian
life.
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Read Acts 8:27-39:

The teaching of Scripture on baptism is clear.  Now you may understand why we call
it ‡believer‹s baptism.·

     As you seek to walk with God in your new Christian life, it is important that you
always obey God.  Baptism is the first major step.  It identifies you as a Believer!  It
pictures your new relationship that you have with Jesus Christ.

NOTE:  There is much false teaching among religious groups concerning baptism.
From the biblical principles taught in this lesson, we should understand and be able to
identify the following false teachings and why these teachings are not what the
Scriptures teach.

Does the Bible teach˜?

     1.  Man must be baptized to be saved?

     2.  Baptism by being sprinkled is just as meaningful as immersion?

     3.  Babies should be baptized into God‹s family or into ‡the Church·?

Having learned what the Scriptures teach with regard to believer‹s baptism, what
should your response be?

MEMORY VERSE

Acts 2:4
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COMMUNION

WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE LORD‹S SUPPER IN YOUR LIFE?

One of the ordinances that God has
Instructed you to keep is that of the Lord‹s

Communion.  The Lord‹s Communion
Signifies many spiritual truths that apply
To you as a Christian today.  Although it
 does not play a part in your salvation, its
importance is significant in your life as a

Christian.

LESSON 7

The purpose of this lesson is to acquaint you with the Bible teachings about the Lord‹s
Communion,  its importance and the attitude with which it should be celebrated.
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INTRODUCTION

Just before Jesus‹ death, He shared with His disciples in what we call the Lord‹s
Communion. It must have been a special time for these men, especially after His death
˝  a precious memory tucked in their minds, which would, no doubt, remain with them
for years to come.  It was a reminder of Jesus Christ whom they had trusted as savior,
and given their lives to serve.

Under the divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul the Apostle gave instructions to the
church regarding participation in the Lord‹s Table.

‡˜this so in remembrance of {me}˜as oft as ye partake˜·

Thus, the Lord‹s Table became an ongoing practice of the church to remind themselves
of Jesus Christ whenever it was celebrated.

Yet, today, many different teachings have emerged with regard to the Lord‹s Table, also
known as communion.  Many believe it imparts salvation or special merit with God for
partaking.  Just about every religion has a teaching with regard to the Lord‹s Table.

Have so many views come about because the Bible is unclear about communion? Or,
have some added to or forsaken what the Bible teaches?

In this lesson we will study not what ‡churches· teach, but what Jesus and the Bible
taught about communion.  We may be surprised to find it‹s simple and clear.

The account of the Lord‹s Table is recorded in three of the Gospels.  Please look up the
following passages and read the accounts.

Matthew 26:26-30         Mark 14:22-26       Luke 22:14-23

1.  After reading these passages, summarize briefly what happened at the Passover
with the disciples.

2.  Are these three passages in agreement with each other or are there inconsistencies?

Now, read carefully 1 Corinthians11:23-26.

3.  Is this passage in harmony with the events recorded in the three Gospels?

Yes No

Consider three statements:

**    The elements used by Christ (bread and grape juice) pictured His body and blood.

**     The Lord‹s Supper itself portrayed the work of Christ on the cross.

**     The primary significance of communion is not seen in partaking of the elements,
but experiencing what they represent.
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Would you agree with these statements?

Yes No

I.  THE PURPOSE OF THE LORD‹S TABLE

A.  PURPOSE # 1  THE LORD‹S TABLE IS A TIME FOR THE CHRISTIAN TO LOOK
AT THE PAST.

1.  In 1 Corinthians 11:24-25 these statements are given:

‡This is my body which is broken for you.·

‡This cup is the New Testament in my blood.·

When was His body broken and His blood shed?·

2.  In 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 the phrase ‡in remembrance of me· is used two
times.  What are you to remember?

3.  When is saving grace imparted?  (Check one)

______When you trust Christ as Savior?

______ When you partake of communion?

4.  The Lord‹s Table, then, is a time for two things:

*     To remember Christ‹s work on Calvary.

*     To remember your salvation, the result of Calvary.

B.  PURPOSE #2  THE LORD‹S TABLE IS A TIME FOR THE CHRISTIAN TO LOOK AT
THE PRESENT.

1.  Participation in communion, then, is a public proclamation declaring what?

2.  Communion does not impart grace.  Rather, it proclaims your identification
with Christ through salvation.

Yes No

3.  Communion is the celebration of your present relationship with Christ.

True False
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4.  Read 1 Corinthians 11:28-31.  What does the Bible demand of your life as you
participate in communion?

Communion, then, is the present

* Celebration of your relationship  to Christ.

* Proclamation of the death of Christ.

C.  PURPOSE #3 THE LORD‹S TABLE IS A TIME FOR THE CHRISTIAN TO LOOK TO
THE FUTURE.

1.  1 Corinthians 11:26 says that  you are to proclaim Christ‹s death until when?

2.  According to verse 26, communion points forward to what event?

CONCLUSION

The Lord‹s Table is special for the Christian because of the relationship to Jesus Christ.
As we partake in communion, we should remember the purpose of our participation.

II.  PARTICIPATION IN THE LORD‹S TABLE

     The Bible sets down some basic requirements before one can participate.

     A.  REQUIREMENT #1:  SALVATION

1.  Read acts 2:41-42.  What was the first thing these people did?

2. According to John 3:16-17, what is the need of people? (Check one)

  ______ Partake of communion?

  ______ Receive Christ as Savior?

Communion in the Bible was shared with only people who had trusted Christ as
Savior ˝  Christians!

     B.  REQUIREMENT #2: OBEDIENCE

1.  According to Acts 2:41-42, what was the second thing these people did prior
to the breaking of bread?
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2.  In Matthew 28:19-20, what were they to do with those who trusted Christ?

3.  Baptism is the first step of obedience after a person is saved.

Yes No

4.  If an individual has not followed the Lord in baptism, is that one walking in
obedience?

5.  Read again 1 Corinthians 11:27-31.  State what you are to do prior to the
Lord‹s Table?

6.  What does 1 Corinthians 11:29 say regarding the Christian who is
disobedient and partakes of the Lord‹s Table.

It is vital that we are saved and walking in obedience to God‹s Word as we
participate in the Lord‹s Table.

CONCLUSION

Communion is a continual reminder of Jesus Christ and what has He done for
us till He comes for us and all other Christians.

A common saying is ‡Out of sight, out of mind.·  Christ knew our tendency and
made provision for us so we never forget what He has done for us.

From the principles taught in this lesson, we should be able to understand that the
following teachings are wrong and why:
1.  The Lord‹s Table, or communion, has power to save.

2. The elements of the Lord‹s Table are transformed into the body and blood of Christ.

Write down any questions you may have regarding this lesson.

MEMORY VERSE

1 Corinthians 11:27
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HOLY SPIRIT

WHAT ARE THE FUNCTIONS AND ATTRIBUTES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN MY
LIFE?

The day you received the Lord Jesus
Christ as your personal Savior, the Holy

Spirit of God took up permanent residency
Inside your body.  This third Person of the
Trinity is perhaps the most misunderstood

And ignored part of a Christian‹s
Relationship with God.

LESSON 8

The purpose of this lesson is to give you a basic understanding of what the Holy Spirit
of God does in your life.
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INTRODUCTION

God has given us three resources to produce growth in our Christian life and walk.
First, He gave the Word of God which lays out the guidelines by which we should live.
Second, He gave the people of God so we could be nourished and encouraged through
fellowship with other believers.  Third, He gave the Spirit of God, better known as the
Holy Spirit, to empower us in our walk as a Christian.

All three are extremely important for Christian growth.  In order for us to benefit from
these resources, we must have a basic understanding of each.  God‹s Word sets down
the guidelines and principles whereby we, as children of God, can experience the
blessings that God intended to give us through these resources.

The Holy Spirit‹s ministry in our life as believers is of utmost importance.  Yet, today
there is so much confusion as to who the Holy Spirit is and what is His Ministry.   It is
Satan‹s strategy to confuse us, thus preventing us from enjoying this resource that
God has provided for us.

As you work through this lesson, study carefully the ministry of the Holy Spirit, so you
can understand His part in your life.  The Holy Spirit‹s ministry in your life is rich and
full, bringing joy into your life as you walk in His power.

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD

I.  God is three persons in one essence.

     A.  The golden text of Trinitarianism is Matthew 28:19 (write it)

1.  God is one essence

    John 10:30, Deuteronomy 6:4

2.  God is three persons

     a.  Father    1 Corinthians 8:6

     b.  Son    Matthew 4:6,7;  26:63,64; John 1:1-14

     c.  Holy Spirit     Acts 5:3,4,9

     B.  The attributes of the Holy Spirit

1.  Ephesians 4:30

2.  John 14:17
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3.  Romans 8:2

4.  Hebrews 10:29

5.  Romans 8:29 and 1 Corinthians 2:10,11

6.  Hebrews 9:14

7.  1 Peter 4:14

II.  The Holy Spirit does the work of God

     A.  He ____________________________________ John 3:3-5

     B.  He ____________________________________ Acts 1:8

     C.  He ____________________________________ 1 Corinthians 12:13

     D.  He ___________________________________1 Corinthians 12:1-11

     E.  He ____________________________________ Genesis 1:2

     F.  He ____________________________________ John 16:8-11

    G.  He ____________________________________ 2 Peter 1:21

III.  The Holy Spirit is a person

     *   Not a human person

     A.  As a person He __________________________________John 14:26

     B.  As a person He __________________________________ Acts 13:2

     C.  As a person He ____________________________1 Corinthians 2:10

     D. As a person He __________________________________ Acts 7:51

 E. As a person He _______________________________ Ephesians 4:30

     F. As a person He ___________________________1 Thessalonians 5:19
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THE HOLY SPIRIT‹S MINISTRY IN OUR LIFE

Now, let‹s turn our attention to the work that the Holy Spirit performs in the life of every
Christian.  Some of these works happen immediately at salvation and some are ongoing
continually in our life.

I. Consider the ministries the Holy Spirit performed when you trusted Christ for
salvation.

     A.  The indwelling of the Spirit.

1.  John 14:17 ˝  the promise of it.

2.  1 Corinthians 6:19-20Ì reality of it.

3.  Read 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 and explain what responsibilities you have since
the Holy Spirit indwells your physical body.

     B.  The sealing of the Spirit.

1.  Ephesians 1:13-14

a.  According to verse 13, what is god‹s seal upon your life, which indicates
you, belong to God?

     b.  Verse 14 teaches that you are sealed until when?

II.  Study the ongoing ministries of the Holy Spirit in your life.

   A.  According to Romans 8:16, what does the Spirit do?

     B.  What does Romans 8:26 and 27 teach about the Holy Spirit?

     C.  Look up Ephesians 5:18

1.  What command is given in relation to the Holy Spirit?

2.  According to this verse, what controls a person when he is drunk?

3.  Obviously, God does not want you controlled by alcohol.  What should
control your life?
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To be filled with Holy Spirit is to yield our life to His control.  This should be our desire
and request each day ˝ to live out today under the influence and control of the Holy Spirit.

     ‡I have in my hand a piece of lead.  I hold it over a pool of water, and relax my grip.
The lead is drawn irresistibly earthward and sinks to the bottom of the pool. It has been
mastered by the law of gravitation.  I take the same piece of lead, attach it to a piece of
wood and drop it into the pool, now it floats.   No change has taken place in the nature
of the lead, nor has the law of gravitation ceased to function, but through it‹s union with
the wood, it has been mastered by a stronger law, the law governing floating bodies,
and has been emancipated from the downward pull of gravitation.· - J. Oswald Sanders

Such is the life of the Christian.  It is the Holy Spirit who empowers us to be able to live
victoriously in our walk as s Christian.  Attempting to live victoriously apart from the
power of the Holy Spirit is like dropping lead into the water.  We will sink.  The way to
live our Christian life is by the power of the Holy Spirit. We ask, ‡How can I be  filled?·
Look up Luke 11:13.  The Book of James says we have not because we ask not.  We
need to ask God to fill us each day with His Holy Spirit to enable us to live victoriously.

What does the Holy Spirit produce when He controls your life?

1.  Look up Galatians 5:16-25.  According to verses 16 and 17, what are the two
conflicting natures in your life?

2. Verses 22 and 23 give the qualities the Holy Spirit produce s in you.  List them .
     a.

     b.

     c.

     d.

  e.

     f.

     g.

     h.

     i.

     When the Holy Spirit is in control, these are the products.

CONCLUSION: Take some time to meditate on the principles of this lesson regarding
the Holy Spirit.
Write down any questions you may have regarding this lesson.

MEMORY VERSE

Romans 8:16
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PRAYER

HOW IMPORTANT IS PRAYER IN MY LIFE?

Someone once said that a Christian is only
as strong as his prayer life.  There is a great

deal of truth in this because prayer
 is simply your direct communication with

God.  When you read the Bible, God
speaks to you; when you pray, you speak
to God.  Your personal relationship with

the Lord Jesus Christ cannot grow without
proper communication.

LESSON 9

The purpose of this lesson is to acquaint you with the basics of a proper prayer life so
that the lines of communication between you and God can be open and effective in
your life.  If you have not done so already, at the onset of this lesson begin to keep a
list of your prayer requests and answers to those prayers in your own ‡prayer book.·
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INTRODUCTION

Christianity is a personal relationship with a holy and loving God.  One of the important
elements of any relationship is proper communication.  Without proper communication
a relationship cannot flourish.  Thus, as Christians, our communication with God is
essential for our growth.

God has created a means in the New Testament whereby He can communicated with us
and we can communicate with Him. The Word of God is God‹s method of speaking to
you, and prayer is your means of communicating with God.

In order for us to develop an effective prayer life, it is important that we understand the
principles of prayer that are given in the Word of God.  As we work through this Bible
study on prayer, we need to learn the principles of prayer and begin to incorporate
these guidelines into our life as a child of God.

THE INGREDIENTS OF PRAYER

In Matthew 6:5-15, Jesus gives instructions on the subject of prayer.  This passage
contain the Lord‹s Prayer.

Our Father who art in Heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name.

Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will  be done in earth,

As it is in Heaven.
Give us our daily bread.
And forgive our debts,

As we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,

And the glory, for ever
Amen.

This prayer was never intended to be vainly repeated over and over.  Jesus taught this
in order that He might demonstrate the ingredients that should be in our prayers.

Note carefully the two main ingredients of prayer.

� Praise for God

     Hallowed be Thy name -  Thy kingdom come - Thy will be done˜

� Petition for my needs

     Give us˜.our daily bread

     ˜forgive us our debts˜

     ˜lead us not  into temptation -  etc.
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I.  First Main Ingredient of Prayer

     A.  From the Lord‹s Prayer, answer the following questions:

1.  Who are you to address when you pray?  Explain.

2.  When you pray ‡Hallowed be Thy name,· what are you saying an d doing?

3.  When you ask God for His will to be done, what does that mean?

The first part of prayer should be an act of worship on our part.  We should express our
praise and worship for the character and work of God.  Hallowed or holiness I one
aspect of God‹s character.  List below some other characteristics of God for which you
can praise Him.

As you think of His works, what has God done in your life since you have become a
Christian for which you can praise Him?  Take a moment to ponder and jot down some
of those things on this page.

The first and foremost ingredient of prayer is our expression of praise to God for who
He is and what He has done for us.  This praise does two things:

1.  Keeps us looking for what God is doing in our life.

2.  Keeps god in the place of priority in our life.

In our prayer life we need to express our gratitude for God and His work in our life.  If
we can think of nothing else for which we can rejoice, we can always thank Him for the
salvation be has given us.

II.  Second Main Ingredient of Prayer

The second part of this model prayer involves petitioning God for your daily needs.

A.  When you ask God to ‡provide your daily bread,· what are you recognizing in
your life?

     B.  Why should you ask God for forgiveness?

C.  What does it mean when you ask God not to lead you into temptation, but to
deliver you from evil?
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The second main ingredient of prayer is asking God to meet our daily needs as a
Christian.  We must learn to bring every need to God and ask Him to supply our daily
needs.

Look up the following verses:
     Matthew 7:7-11
     Philippians 4:6
     Philippians 4:19
     Hebrews 4:16

As you worked through this section on the ingredients of prayer, you should now
recognize the importance of prayer in your life as a Christian and the basic ingredients
in prayer.

Note:  Prayer is not a RITUAL we perform as Christians; it is COMMUNICATION with our
Heavenly Father.  In essence, it is YOU talking to GOD.

THE TIME OF PRAYER

When should you pray?

     A.  Look up the following verses and see when those who wrote them prayed.

Psalm 5:1-3

Psalm 55:16-17

Psalm 63:1-5

Isaiah 26:7-9

Luke 18:1

     B.  Set aside a time right now for prayer.

Prayer is learning to talk to God at all times.  It is best that you aside a time for
God daily.  What would suit you best?

Morning
Afternoon
Evening

Work yourself into the daily habit of a devotional time when you read your Bible
so God can speak to you, and pray so you can speak to God. The length of time
is secondary to effective and meaningful communication between God and you.
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THE BENEFITS OF PRAYER

Not only do Christians communicate with God through prayer, but they experience the
blessing of God when they are obedient and do what God asks them to do.

     A.  What does Jeremiah 33:3 teach in relation to prayer?

     B.  According to Psalm 34:4 what took place in the life of David as a result of prayer?

     C.  Read Philippians 4:6-7.  What benefit comes from prayer?

1.  In the place of worry or anxiety, what are you to do?

2.  What has God promised in place of anxiety?

FOR WHOM SHOULD WE PRAY?

     A.  In 1 Timothy 2:1-4, we learn about praying for others.

1.  In verse 1, for whom are we to pray?

2.  Verse 2 mentions special people for prayer.

     a.   Who are they?

     b.  Why should we pray for them?

     c.  According to verse 4, why should we pray for others?

     B.  In Matthew 9:37-38, Jesus tells us to pray for a special need.

1.  What is this need?

2.  Why is it important?

C.  Ephesians 3:14-21 gives insight into the prayer life of the Apostle Paul.  List
some of the things you could pray for in your life and in the life of others.
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CONCLUSION

1.  Begin keeping a prayer list.  Write down the things you should pray for.  It
should include:

Your family
Your Pastors and Church
Missionaries
Government Officals
Friends who need Christ
Those who hurt you
Personal needs

2.  Remember, prayer is expressing to God what is on your heart.  It is not a
religious ritual.  It is you communicating with God.

Write down any questions you may have regarding this lesson

MEMORY VERSE

Jeremiah 33:3
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OVERCOMING SIN

A VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN LIFE

Spiritual warfare!  You are in a
Spiritual battle that rages day and

Night.  You must learn how to fight in
Order to be victorious in the struggle

To overcome sin.

LESSON 10

The purpose of this lesson is to give you a basic understanding of sin.  It is also
designed to teach you how to live victoriously over sin in your life.



47

INTRODUCTION

Victorious living!  This is what people want but don‹t know how to go about getting in
their life.

Victory is a glorious concept until we realize that we can only be victorious when we
have succeeded in conflict.  Victorious Christian living is learning to succeed through
the conflicts that we face as Christians.

Victorious living is the result of obeying the Word of God.  Victory comes through
obedience.  Obedience to the Word of God cannot be stressed enough; it is the key to
growth as a Christian.

In this Bible study, we will survey some of the things that would hinder our obedience.
The Bible clearly warns us of things that we will encounter that would stop us from
obeying God.

If we are to live victoriously, we must know our enemies and how to deal with those
elements that would prevent our growth as a Christian.

WHO IS THE ENEMY?

I.  The world

A.  1 John 2:15-17 describes the first enemy you will face that will attempt to keep
you from obeying.

1.  What is the enemy?

2.  This enemy will attempt to make three things the passion of your life.

     a.  The lust of the flesh ˝  pleasure

     b.  The lust of the eye ˝  possessions (materialism)

     c.   The pride of life ˝  position

The world simply tries to make one or all of these things the consuming desire of our
life.  Not one of the things is wrong it itself; it is wrong, however, when it becomes the
passion of our life.  Unfortunately, too many people are living today just to have a good
time, to accumulate things, or to climb the ladder of success. God wants us to make
obeying His Word the passion of our life.

     B.  Look up these verses and write out the truths each verse is giving.

1.  Romans 12:1-2

2.  John 17:15-16
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3.  2 Corinthians 10:3-5

C.  Look up Matthew 6:33 and explain the principle Jesus is teaching in this verse.

D.  Titus 2:11-12 teaches how you should handle ‡ungodliness and worldly lusts
(desires).·  W hat does verse 12 say you should do?

 II.  The flesh

A.  Romans 7:18-21 describes our second enemy that would prevent us from
obeying God.  What is it?

B.  Romans 6:16-17 explains the two choices you face as a Christian.  List them.

     C.  According to these two verses, what does God want you to choose?

D.  James 1:12-15 describes how your flesh operates to keep you from obeying.

1.  In verse 14, what do you and every Christian face continually?

2.  Verse 14 says temptation comes when you are drawn away.  From whom do
you think you are drawn away?

3.  What, then, is the key to overcoming temptation?

4.  Verses 14 and 15 describe the process of disobedience.

     a.  You are drawn away from the Word of God.  (v.14)
     b.  Temptation comes at that time of weakness.  (v.14)
     c.  Temptation produces a desire in you to participate in sin (v.15)
     d.  The sin itself takes form.  (v.15)

Ponder the process of disobedience to see and to understand how your flesh works
and how choosing to obey God will keep you from choosing to participate in sin.

     E.  Consider 1 Corinthians 10:13.

1.  Are the temptations you face different than anyone else faces?

2.  What does God promise about the temptations?

3.  What will God always provide when you are tempted?
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III.  The Devil

     A.  Look up 1 Peter 5:8 and fill in the blanks.

‡Be sober, be vigilant; because your ___________ the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may ___________.

     B.  Ephesians 6:10-18 speaks of Satan‹s attacks on your life.

1.  What does verse 12 teach about this battle?

2.  Verses 13-18 describe your defense.  Note carefully your defense against
Satan.

3.  Verse14: your loins girt about with ____________________.

Breastplate of __________________________________.

4.  Verse 15: feet shod with preparation ____________________

____________________________________________________.

5.  Verse 16: the shield of  _____________________.

6.  Verse 17: the helmet of  ____________________.

7.  Verse 17: the sword of the Spirit, which is ___________________

_______________________________________________________.

8.  Verse 18:  ___________________________________always.

     C.  James 4:7:  What does God promise you regarding the devil?

     D.  What does it mean to resist someone or something?

All these enemies attempt to keep us from obeying God and His Word.  Disobedience is
sin!  Every enemy we face wants us to sin by disobeying God.  Our enemies are the
world, the flesh and the devil.

WHAT IS SIN?

I.  Look up the following verses and define sin.
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     1 John 3:4  Sin is _________________________________.

     1 John 5:17   Sin is ________________________________.

     Romans 14:23   ___________________________is sin.

II.  Why do you sin as a Christian?

     A.  Because you still have a sin nature.
          Romans 5:12, 1 Corinthians 15:45-49

     B.  Because your old sin nature desires to sin.
          Romans 7:14-25, James 1:13-14

III.  What does sin do to you as a Christian?

     A.  According to Psalm 51:12, when sin is in your life, what do you lose?

     B.  According to Proverbs 28:13, what happens when you cover sin?

C.  Sin disrupts your fellowship with God.  Sin hinders unity in the Church.  Sin is
devastating in the life of a Christian.

IV.  How do you deal with sin that gets into your life?

     A.  1 John 1:9 says you are to do what when you sin?

     B.  Proverbs 28:13 teaches you to do what regarding sin?

To ‡confess·  means to ‡admit to God that you sin is sin.·  Never make excuses
for sin.  Never blame it on someone or something else.  Accept responsibility for
your sin and confess it to God, asking Him to forgive you for committing the sin.

     C.  Read 1 John 1:9 again:

     ‡If we confess our sin, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sin, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.·

1.  What does God promise if you confess your sin?
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2.  What does this verse say about your feelings?

OBEYING GOD

I.  Psalm 119 teaches some important truths about overcoming sin.  Look up these
verses and write down how the Bible will help you.

     Verse 11

     Verse 105

     Verse 133

CONCLUSION:  We can and should have a victorious Christian life.  The Christian ought
to never consign themselves to being plagued be sin.  It is a marvelous grace that
saves, keeps and empowers us to victory.

Write down any questions you may have regarding this lesson

MEMORY VERSE

James 4:7




